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URBANST 164: Sustainable Cities

This course examines the social, economic, cultural, political and environmental dimensions of sustainability and sustainable development in urban areas. Specific areas of focus include indicators of local sustainability, land use and sprawl, transportation, food systems, environmental justice, urban energy systems, urban water systems, reuse and recycling and climate change. To better understand these concepts in a real world context, students will implement projects related to sustainable development for local community partners. 

The course will be half lecture and discussion and half workshop on projects with local community partners. Throughout, students will confront the challenges of implementing their ideas in the real world.

Objectives:
During this class, you will:

(1) Understand the various aspects of sustainable urban development;

(2) Learn about tools for measuring urban sustainability; 

(3) Strengthen your ability to work in a team to address a community issue; and,
(4) Create a professional quality product related to urban sustainability planning that a local community partner can actually use.
Course Requirements and Evaluation

Attendance at class and out-of-class team meetings is mandatory. In addition to preparing a final deliverable, student teams will make in-class presentations and a final presentation to the community partner. Final evaluations will reflect the quality of class participation and weekly memos (30%), 2 quizzes (20%), project work (40%), and students’ peer evaluations (10%). We will assess the quality of students’ work based on its substance (depth, originality) and presentation (clarity, effectiveness).

Weekly memos:

Each week, your team will be responsible for creating a “weekly memo” due every Sunday at noon. The memo lists what you accomplished related to the project that week, and what your project goals are for the next week. You should also list something that you learned about team dynamics during the week. Post the memo to the course website.

Students with documented disabilities:

Students who may need an academic accommodation based on the impact of a disability must initiate the request with the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) located within the Office of Accessible Education (OAE). SDRC staff will evaluate the request with required documentation, recommend reasonable accommodations, and prepare an Accommodation Letter for faculty dated in the current quarter in which the request is being made. Students should contact the SDRC as soon as possible since timely notice is needed to coordinate accommodations. The OAE is located at 563 Salvatierra Walk (phone: 723-1066).

Schedule

Class is scheduled to meet from 9:00 to 10:50 a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. 

*Readings should be completed prior to class.

	Week
	Date
	Activity
	Readings*
	Assignment Due

	1
	Monday, March 28
	Introduction to class, projects

What is sustainability?
	· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Cities and the Crisis of Civilization”, Pages 18-22. 

· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Perspectives, Problems, and Models”, Pages 48-52. 
	

	1
	Wednesday, March 30


	What is sustainability (continued)?


	· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “The Steady-State Economy,” Pages 53-58. 

· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Towards Sustainable Development,” Pages 59-63. 

· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,” Pages 72-79. 
· Coursework: Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously, Chapter 1, pages 1-29. 

· Coursework: “Global Change and the Ecology of Cities,” Nancy B. Grimm et al, Science, Vol. 319, 8 February, 2008. 
· Project one-pagers
	

	1
	Friday, April 1
	
	
	Project preference form due - online

	2
	Monday, April 4


	Tools for Sustainability
Planning (indicators, ecological footprint, other mechanisms)  

First Team Meeting
	· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Urban Sustainability Reporting,” pages 281-288. 

· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, What is an Ecological Footprint?” pages 289-297. 
· Coursework: Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously, Chapter 2, pages 31-75. 


	

	2
	Wednesday, April 6
	Meet with RWC Clients


	· RWC Sustainability Indicators Report (Summary & relevant section for your team project) (http://www.redwoodcity.org/phed/planning/generalplan/Sust_Indic_Rpt.html)
	

	2
	Sunday, April 10
	
	
	Team Charter, ideas for scope of work

	3
	Monday, April 11

	Water
Possible Guest Lecture by Jenna Davis / Team Meeting
	· Alternative Urban Futures, “Urban Water Quality, Supply, and Management”, Pages 15-51.
· Coursework: Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously. Water Quality, Pages 82-86.
	 

	3
	Wednesday, April 13
	Water
Possible Guest Lecture by Jenna Davis / Team Meeting
	· Coursework: Bay Area Integrated Regional Water Management Plan Executive Summary
	

	3
	Sunday, April 17
	
	
	Project scope (Locator Map for Projects that include GIS)

	4
	Monday, April 18

	Transportation & Land Use
Team Meeting
	· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Transit and the Metropolis: Finding Harmony,” pages 115-122. 
· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Traffic Calming,” pages 123-129. 

· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Bicycling Renaissance in North America,” pages 130-136. 
	

	4
	Wednesday, April 20

	Transportation & Land Use
Guest Lecture by Adam Millard-Ball / Team Meeting

	· Coursework: “Automobile Dependence in Cities: An International Comparison of Urban Transport and Land Use Patterns with Implications for Sustainability,” Environmental Impact Assessment Review, Kenworthy and Laube, pages 279-308. (or chapter from book)
· Assigned chapter from Metropolitan Transportation Commission 2035 Report http://www.mtc.ca.gov/planning/2035_plan/
	

	5
	Monday, April 25

	Waste

	· Alternative Urban Futures, “Urban Solid Waste Disposal, Collection, and Management”, pages 53-92.
· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “The Metabolism of Cities,” pages 157-164. 
· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Waste as a Resource,” pages 165-172. 
· Bay Area reading on waste?
	

	5
	Wednesday, April 27
	Practice

Midterm Presentations
	
	Student presentations

	6
	Monday, May 2


	Equity / Environmental Justice
	Required:

· Coursework: Mohai, P., D. Pellow and J.T. Roberts, “Environmental Justice”, Annu. Rev. Environ. Resour. 2009. 34:405–30.
Further reading:
· Coursework: Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously. Chapter 6, Pages 157-175.
· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “People-of-Color Environmentalism,” pages 183-189. 
· The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, “Fighting Poverty and Environmental Injustice in Cities,” pages 197-208. 
	Midterm presentation to client partner sometime this week


	6
	Wednesday, May 4


	Public Participation
	Required:

· Coursework: Laurian, L. and M. M. Shaw, “Evaluation of Public Participation: The Practices of Certified Planners”, Journal of Planning Education and Research 2009 28: 293.
Further reading:

· Coursework: Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously. Chapter 5, Pages 125-156.
	

	7
	Monday, May 9


	Energy
	Required:

· Coursework: Park, H. and Andrews, Cl. “City Planning and Energy Use”, Encyclopedia of Energy, Volume 1, Pages 317-330.
Further reading:
· Coursework: 2005 California Energy Commission Report on “Sustainable Urban Energy Planning”
· Coursework: Weintrub, Al, 2011, “Community Power: Decentralized Renewable Energy in California”, Pages 1-44.
	

	7
	Wednesday, May 12
	Climate Change
	Required:

· Coursework: Zimmerman R, Faris C. Climate change mitigation and adaptation in North American cities, Curr Opin Environ Sustain (2011)
Further reading:
· Coursework: 2005 US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement
· Coursework: NAP America’s Climate Choices, Chapter 12
	

	8
	Monday, May 16

	Climate Change in California

	Required:

· Coursework: Ellen Hanak, Louise Bedsworth, Sarah Swanbeck, and Joanna Malaczynski, “Climate Policy at the Local Level: A Survey of California’s Cities and Counties”, Public Policy Institute of California, Pages 1-38.
Further reading:

· Local Government Tookit, http://www.coolcalifornia.org/article/local-gov-toolkit
· Coursework: Local Government Operations Protocol: For the quantification and reporting of greenhouse gas emissions inventories
	

	8
	Wednesday, May 18


	Food
	Required:
· Alternative Urban Futures, “Urban Food Production”, Pages 185-217.

Further reading:
· Coursework: Walsh, B., Time, Feb. 15, 2011, “Foodies Can Eclipse (and Save) the Green Movement” 
· Coursework: Born, B. and M. Purcell, “Avoiding the Local Trap: Scale and Food Systems in Planning Research”, Journal of Planning Education and Research 26:195-207.
	

	9
	Monday, May 23


	Presentation by Career Development Center Representative
	
	Bullet points for resume describing service learning experience on your resume

	9
	Wednesday, May 28
	Class Practice Presentation
	
	Student Presentation

	10
	Wednesday, June 1
	Work session / 
Reflection Class
	
	Course Evaluations, Reflection Exercise, Peer Evaluations

	Exam week
	Wednesday, June 8

4-6pm 
	Final Presentation to community partner 
	
	Final report and presentation
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